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A LITTLE LEGISLATIVE CARE IS
NEEDED WITIH CIA

V‘xfE can't quarrel with the right of Rep.
j Wright Patman’s Housc subcommittee to
look into the fax.cyempt stalus of charitable
foundations. On the other hand, the sequence of
. events the other day indicates that this investi-
+ gating group is being less than cautious-in this
. particular investigation. It was hardly necessary
“to bring the Central Intclligence agency into the
inquiry, at least without a closed-door conversa-
tion with the CTA people. After all, in the busi-
- ness of counterintelligence there has to be some
seerecy.

As we understand il, the Texas representative
mentioned that the CIA was using the J. M.
Kaplan Fund of New York as a channel for
. dispensing its secrct funds. A few hours later,
- the subcommittee found itself closeted with CIA
officials, Subscquently, it reported that the CIA
aspects of the probe had come to an abrupt
halt. '

We mention this only. because it would have
seemed more prudent 1o have halted the public

- aspects of the CIA probe before they began. Ob-
viously, the representatives were a bit embar-
rassed, once the doors were closed and they’
were filled in on this particular cloak-and-dag-
rier operation. :

We can’t criticize a congressior al committee
for demanding, in executive session, details on
auch a relalionship between a private fund and
Sny covernimet eoonss It is something else Lo
o this openly, ab the subeommittee did. For all

i, oad and hea: about the need for full free-
‘ol publie intanciion in government, let's !
be frank about it There is also a need. now and |
then, for secrcey. The subcommitien semrs {o
‘have trippad over its owa foot in fust such o sil
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